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the wishes and the wrants of
expenses which must be incurred had contmbuted a million of’ dollma,

towards this great object: They knew. the opinion of the disting
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ject h:d been specially de]esated and had fistened to the expression
of his deliberate judgment, that, independently of the comu mercial be-
nefits which this work promised to bestow upon the community, the
national and political advantages which it held out, ought to secure to

it from the public treasury, all the means necessary to its completion ;
and that without reference to its political consequences, the commer-
cial and pecuniary results Whth must flow from it, would alane ren-

vhich the Governm

der it the most profitable investment
make of its means, mdependentl) of any returns in the shape o
They looked to the Government of the United States as the only con.
stitutional guardians and protectors of the District of Columbia, where
this canal was to terminate; and they had reason to believe that,

throughout this wide-spread empire, every citizen felt adeep sohcn-

tude in the welfare and prosperity of its metropolis. They regarded

the TTrnfnﬂ States ag the proprietors of nearly a mmetv of the real es-
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tate in the city of ‘«Vashmg«on and as proportxonably interested in ev-
ery measure by which the value of that property could be affected.
They viewed it as the owner of countless millions of acres beyond the
mountains, the productions of which would be indefinitely enhanced
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waters Of the Atlantic.
In every view they were able to take of the subject, with all the

hghts which their own mtellects, or the most gxfted men of the na-

gress to grant all the means which might be necessary for the co*mle—
tion of a project, embracing such comprehenswe 1nterests.

Such your memorialists submii were amoi
causes which have induced the public amhormes anG private indivi-
duals in Maryland, Virginia, and the District of Columbia to embark,
as they have done, in the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. Six years have
elapsed since most of their subscriptions were made, and since they
have been:called upon either to pay the amount subscribed, or to
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